
NA-LA NEPA COMPLIANCE OFFICER (NCO) COMPLIANCE DETERMINATION FORM 
LAN No: 17-11 

PROJECT/ACTMTY TITLE: Uranium 
Machining Consolidation at Technical Area 3 from 
Building 102 into Building 66 

Accession No:22061 

PRID No: 16P-0211; 16P-
0211 VI 

Date: December 7, 2017 

PURPOSE: The Department of Energy's (DOE) National Nuclear Security Administration (NNSA) Los 
Alamos Field Office proposes to relocate uranium-machining operations at Los Alamos National Laboratory 
(LANL) from Building 102 to Building 66 both within Technical Area 3 (TA-3). The purpose of the move is to 
improve the efficiency of machining operations that support hydrodynamic tests and other mission critical 
programs. 

Location: TA-3 - Buildings 102 and 66 Project Contact: Bruce Palmer, PM-10, 505-665-5663, 
bpalmer@lanl.gov 

David M. Holtkamp, LANS EPC-ES 

NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY ACT (NEPA) COVERAGE: Department of Energy National 
Environmental Policy Act Implementing Procedures 10 Code of Federal Regulations Part 1021, Appendix B to 
Subpart D of Part 1021-Categorical Exclusions Applicable to Specific Agency Actions: 

Bl.31 Installation or relocation of machinery and equipment 
Installation or relocation and operation of machinery· and equipment (including, but not limited to, laboratory 
equipment, electronic hardware, manufacturing machinery, maintenance equipment, and health and safety 
equipment), provided that uses of the installed or relocated items are consistent with the general missions of the 
receiving structure. Covered actions include modifications to an existing building, within or contiguous to a 
previously disturbed or developed area, that are necessary for equipment installation and relocation. Such 
modifications would not appreciably increase the footprint or height of the existing building or have the potential 
to cause significant changes to the type and magnitude of environmental impacts. 

BACKGROUND 
T A-3 Building 102, part of the Machine Shops Key Facility at LANL, contains specialized machining that uses 
depleted uranium in support of hydrodynamic tests and other mission critical programs. Uranium machining 
operations modify depleted uranium blank pieces into a desired form. This involves cutting, polishing, burning 
or drilling holes, and cutting with wire under liquid. There are currently between 6 and 10 machines, including 
several legacy machines and newer computer-automated machines that manufacture components made from 
depleted uranium. 

TA-3 Building 66 is approximately 90,000 square feet and is used mainly for materials synthesis and 
processing, characterization, fabrication, joining, and coating of metallic and ceramic items. These capabilities 
are applied to a variety of materials, including depleted uranium. The 2008 LANL Sitewide Environmental 
Impact Statement (SWEIS) describes the metallic items fabrication using depleted uranium under the Sigma 
Complex Key Facility capabilities at TA-3 Building 66. 1 

1 2008 SWEIS Section 3.1.3.2 Sigma Complex, pp. 3·17 through 3-19. 
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Environmental Analysis 

Resource 

Waste Waste types and quantities are expected to be similar to current generation amounts. 

Management 

Tra nsportatlon Very minor temporary increase of vehicles during construction. 

Environmental No change to current conditions. 

Justice 

Facility Accidents The safety basis analysis would be updated as necessary prior to 

operations- no significant change is anticipated. 

CONCLUSION 
Based on this NEPA determination analysis, there are no extraordinary circumstances related to the proposed 
action that may affect the significance of the environmental effects or threaten a violation of applicable 
statutory, regulatory, or permit requirements for environment, safety, and health, or similar requirements of 
DOE or Executive Orders. Consequently, no further NEPA analysis is necessary or required. 

NEPA Determination 
Based on my review of the Proposed Action, as the National Nuclear Security Administration's Los Alamos 
Field Office {NA-LA) NEPA Comp1iance Officer (as authorized under DOE Order 451.1 B), I have determined 
that the Proposed Action as described herein, falls within the DOE NEPA Implementing Procedures listed in 
10 CFR Part 1021, Subpart D, Appendix B IO CFR Part 1021, Appendix B to Subpart D of Part 1021-
Categorical Exclusions Applicable to Specific Agency Actions: Bl.31 lnsJa/lalion or relocation ofmachine1:v
and equipmenl 

There are no extraordinary circumstances related to the proposed action that may affect the significance of the 
environmental effects or threaten a violation of applicable statutory, regulatory, or permit requirements for 
cnvitonmcnt, safety, and health, or similar requirements of DOE or executive orders. However, the design 
and building plans will require consultation and agreement from the State Historic Preservation Officer to 
mitigate potential impacts prior to the construction of the addition to Building 66. If changes are made to the 
scope of the action so that it is no longer bounded by the enclosed description, or the project is changed to 
encompass other actions, NEPA requirements for the action will need to be reassessed at that time and further 
analysis may be required. 

NNSA NEPA Compliance Officer: Jane Summerson Date: 
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